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CONSUMER PROTECTION LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2013 
Committee 

Resumed from 19 August. The Deputy Chair of Committees (Hon Amber-Jade Sanderson) in the chair; 
Hon Michael Mischin (Minister for Commerce) in charge of the bill. 

Clause 109: Act amended — 
Progress was reported after the clause had been partly considered. 

Hon KATE DOUST: After checking back through Hansard, last night we reached the point at which I asked the 
Minister for Commerce to explain what mechanism would be in place. I remind members that part of the 
dilemma I had was that very soon the chamber will move on to another bill to repeal the Travel Agents Act. That 
legislation has already passed through the Assembly, but once the bill we are currently dealing with, the 
Consumer Protection Legislation Amendment Bill, is passed, it will go to the other place, and at some  
point—one would hope sooner, not later—the other place will debate and more than likely pass the legislation. 
The other place will be dealing with a piece of legislation with some amendments that will seek to amend 
another piece of legislation that will not exist by that point. That is a reality. The minister and I both know that 
the Travel Agents Amendment and Expiry Bill 2014 will be passed today. It will have executive sign-off in the 
next couple of weeks. Who knows when the other place will get around to finalising this bill? I wanted to know, 
given that that bill will not be in place, what was the mechanism that would ensure that there would not be any 
supposed dodgy players in the travel agent industry that these amendments will deal with? That is all I want to 
know. 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: That highlights the issue. That question is one that I would be happy to answer to 
the extent that I can when we deal with the Travel Agents Amendment and Expiry Bill 2014, which will abolish 
the regime. This bill has nothing to do with that other act than to update some references. What the member is 
asking is not relevant to part 15 of this bill and it is not relevant to the purpose or operation of this bill, but it is 
related to the anticipated repeal of another piece of legislation. The member is anticipating another matter that is 
listed on the notice paper, which we have not got to yet. As things currently stand, the Travel Agents Act 1985 is 
still law. What this bill proposes to do is update certain references in that legislation. If by some happy chance 
the Travel Agents Act is repealed and is no longer a law of this state, at some point between the passage of this 
bill and then, these parts of this bill will have no effect—they either will not be proclaimed and put into 
operation or will be redundant. That is all a question down the track. At the moment the Travel Agents Act 
exists, it is still law, and all this bill is proposing to do if the Travel Agents Act remains law, is amend certain 
references to it. The matters that are raised are relevant to another act and another bill. We may get to that and 
we can canvass those issues. I do not have a problem with that, but it has nothing to do with this bill. 

Hon LYNN MacLAREN: I, too, have concerns about this matter following the discussion last night. I would 
like to explore the issue raised by Hon Kate Doust. If we deleted part 15 of this amendment to the Travel Agents 
Act, how will that impact the other act? It is not the wisest course of action to ignore that currently this bill is 
under consideration and that the other place has not dealt with it. In any case, as it is imminent that we are going 
to make serious changes to the other act, would it not be prudent at this stage to abandon this course of action as 
laid out in the Consumer Protection Legislation Amendment Bill? Why would we continue down that road if it 
would cause problems in the very near future? 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: It does not cause problems in the future at all. As I have indicated, the Travel 
Agents Act 1985 is still law and provides for a licensing regime and certain qualifications or disqualification 
provisions for those who are seeking to be licensed as travel agents under that regime or to employ people under 
that regime. It is still law. If these amendments and part 15 are passed, and the bill proceeds to royal assent and is 
proclaimed and put into operation, it will amend references in that other act. However, if that other act is 
repealed then, or even before the elements of this bill that affect it come into operation, no problem will be 
caused; it will simply mean that these amendments will have no effect. It will not cause a problem. As I say, the 
issues about the regime that may be in place should the other act be repealed are questions for the repeal of that 
act, not the changes that are being effected by this bill. Standing order 47 provides that members ought not 
anticipate debates about other matters on the notice paper. It really is not an issue that is relevant to this. 

Hon KATE DOUST: The minister will be pleased that I am not going to pursue this any further. It would be 
good if we could move on and seek to amend the Travel Agents Act. 

Clause put and passed. 

Clauses 110 to 117 put and passed. 
Title put and passed. 
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Report 
Bill reported, without amendment, and the report adopted. 

Third Reading 
Bill read a third time, on motion by Hon Michael Mischin (Minister for Commerce), and transmitted to the 
Assembly. 
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